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December 28, 2007 
 
Memorandum 
 
To:   Randy Peterson, BOR 

Martha Hahn, NPS 
 
From:   Theodore Melis, Acting Chief, GCMRC 
 
Subject:  Funding for Science Plan for Potential 2008 Experimental High Flow at Glen Canyon 
Dam 
 
After many months of development and review, we recently finalized the science plan (attached). 
The GCMRC has been instructed by the Department to proceed with implementing the plan in 
anticipation of a possible high-flow experimental test on March 3, 2008.  The cost for plan 
implementation has increased to $3.73M in FY 2008 and FY 2009 as a result of several major 
changes to the plan that were made in response to specific comments and recommendations 
provided by the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)  and various Adaptive Management Program 
(AMP) stakeholders including: 
 

• Increased emphasis on studying the fate of backwaters created as a result of a high-flow 
test and use of those backwaters by fish, particularly humpback chub. 

• The inclusion of a synthesis of the results of the 2008 test and comparisons of the 2008 
test results with results of the 1996 and 2004 high-flow tests. 

 
I am writing to request your assistance to transfer the funds to USGS by February 1, 2008 that 
will be needed to implement the plan.  My understanding is that the plan will be funded from a 
variety of sources including the BOR/AMP Experimental Fund ($1.45M), BOR TCD funds 
($1.0M), and National Park Service contributions ($400,000).  I also understand that BOR is 
exploring other funding sources needed to completely fund the entire plan.  If the funds needed 
to implement the plan can not be acquired, the plan will have to be delayed or scaled back.  If 
you anticipate problems providing the funds needed to implement the plan please raise those 
concerns on the next conference call with Brenda Burman on January 4, 2008 at 2 pm.  
Otherwise, I would like to arrange a call during the week of January 7, 2008 to discuss the 
process for transferring funds to USGS.   
 
I truly appreciate the time and effort your and your staff have dedicated to working with us to 
develop this science plan.  I look forward to working with you as we move forward to implement 



the next high-flow experimental test. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about this request please contact John Hamill (928-556-7364) 
or Ted Melis (928-556-7282).  Our administrative contact is Chris Beard at (928) 556-7219. 
 
Attachment 
 
cc   Steve Martin, GRCA 
 Brenda Burman, DOI 
 Larry Wolkoviach, BOR 

Pat Tease, BOR 
 Chris Beard, SBSC 
 Andrea Alpine, SBSC 
 John Kite, SBSC 
  

 








































































































































































































































